broom center for demography

University of California, Santa Barbara

The Leonard and Gretchan Broom
Center for Demography

Annual Report 2024



Broom Center for Demography
University of California, Santa Barbara
2024 Annual Report

The Leonard and Gretchan Broom Center for Demography is an interdisciplinary research center
at the University of California, Santa Barbara. Its mission is to facilitate research and training in social
demography and population studies with particular emphasis on social and economic inequalities and
health disparities. Key issues explored by Center Associates include inequalities across social groups
defined by race and ethnicity, immigration status, gender and sexuality, population-environment
interactions, the determinants of population health, migration flows, spatial demography, and the
allocation of resources within and among families, workplaces, schools, and other social institutions.
The Center’s physical space is located on the ground floor of North Hall and consists of faculty,
administrative, and visitor offices, graduate student commons, and a computer lab. This report
describes the Center’s activities during its 13th year of operation, from July 1, 2023 through June 30,
2024,

The Broom Center for Demography was established in October 2011 with generous funding
from Leonard and Gretchan Broom and under the leadership of Founding Dean Melvin Oliver and
Inaugural Director Peter Kuhn. Leonard Broom was a distinguished professor of sociology whose seven-
decade long academic career included appointments at UC Los Angeles, University of Texas at Austin,
the Australian National University, and most recently UC Santa Barbara. Leonard Broom served as editor
of sociology’s flagship journal, American Sociological Review (1955-57) and he coauthored (with Philip
Selznick, UC Berkeley) one of the first and most successful textbooks in sociology, Sociology: A Text with
Adapted Readings, originally published in 1955. Leonard Broom’s early research on the effects of US
internment of Japanese-Americans during WWII made him an early public critic of that policy and
shaped a lifelong interest in social inequality that lives on in the Broom Center’s thematic foci.

Professor Susan Cassels (Geography) currently directs the Broom Center. Mike Gurven is the
Center’s Associate Director, Shelly Lundberg is the Leonard Broom Professor of Demography, and Trea
DePrima is the Program Administrator. Geography graduate student Gabrielle Husted served as
Manager of the Social Demography Lab during the 2023-24 academic year. The 2023-24 Advisory Board
consisted of Maria Charles (Sociology), Michael Gurven (Anthropology), Susan Cassels (Geography),
Shelly Lundberg (Economics), Heather Royer (Economics), and Erika Arenas (Sociology), plus two ex
officio members: the Director of the Institute of Social, Behavioral, and Economic Research (ISBER), Kelly
Bedard and SAGE Sara Miller McCune Dean of Social Sciences, Charles R. Hale.

The Broom Center currently consists of 37 faculty and postdoctoral Research Associates and 47
Graduate Associates spanning ten disciplines (Anthropology; Asian American Studies; Bren School of
Environmental Science & Management; Chicana and Chicano Studies; Economics; Geography; Global
Studies; Political Science; Psychology; and Sociology). Seven new faculty joined the Broom Center as
research associates during this last year, and nine new graduate students became graduate associates.

Below, we report on Broom associates research, grants, awards, and other Broom programming
in the last year. In addition to those, it is important to note additional ways in which the Broom Center
adds value to our scientific community on campus. Broom associates reported that “the Broom Center



has been invaluable in my development as an academic,” through building connections, providing
opportunities to disseminate work to broader audiences, and by increased understanding of
interdisciplinary work. A number of associates stated that the Broom Center has cultivated a supportive
community of peers and faculty across multiple disciplines. Connections made through Broom Center
programming have also led to new, productive collaborations. Two noteworthy collaborations were
born out of the 2022 Workshop on Population Health of Sexual and Gender Minorities. Broom associate
Cate Taylor and keynote speaker Bethany Everett connected over shared research interests, and
recently co-authored a paper in the flagship journal American Sociological Review on abortion and
women’s future socioeconomic attainment. Broom associate Susan Cassels and local UCSB speaker from
the workshop Terrell Winder began to collaborate after the workshop, and recently were awarded a 5-
year NIH grant on racial equity and sexual health of sexual minority men.

Broom Research and Graduate Associates spent an active research year in 2023/24, together
producing more than 128 peer-reviewed journal articles, book chapters, books, and other items.! Active
research grants totaled more than $31 million, including from the National Institutes of Health, National
Institutes on Aging, National Institute of Environmental Health Sciences, National Science Foundation,
National Aeronautics and Space Administration, Russell Sage Foundation, US Department of Defense,
and W.K. Kellogg Foundation. Appendices 1 and 2 list publications and grants, respectively. A
searchable list of Broom Center publications is available on the Center’s website. Research highlights
under each of six thematic areas are discussed further on.

Broom Center researchers continue to collect new honors and awards. These are listed in
Appendix 3. A few highlights include Liz Ackert being named as one of the inaugural fellows of the
Association of Population Centers. John Weeks continued to serve as the Population Association of
America (PAA) historian. Susan Cassels received a 2023-24 UCSB academic senate distinguished teaching
award, while Sigrid Van Den Abbeele received a UCSB graduate student association excellence in
teaching award. Katie McMahon won a Schmidt Family Foundation accelerator award. Shelly Lundberg
is an elected member of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences. Many of our Broom center
researchers continue to serve on dozens of editorial and advisory committees as well.

Research by Broom Center Research and Graduate Associates received significant media
attention in 2023-24. Appendix 4 lists some examples. Broom associate Amy Boddy received quite a bit
of press coverage for her research on evolution, human health, and microcherism, including in the Vox,
The Scientist, and The Atlantic. The UCSB Current also picked up on a number of Boddy’s work, including
an art show ‘Originalia,” which celebrates the human reproductive system, which she-co-advised with
other Broom associates Kristine Chua and Hannah Frogge. Susan Cassels and Sean Reid’s research on
geographic mobility and sexual health among Latino migrants was summarized in a UC Global Health
Institute newsletter. Mike Gurven’s work was covered in high-profile outlets including BBC News and
MSN.com. Heather Royer’s work on maternity ward closers garnered attention from Axios, and Sandy
Sums’ research on unequal impacts of drought-related water pollution was covered by The Hill.

The Broom Center hosted another successful Seminar Series during the 2023-24 academic year
(see Appendix 5). These seminars took place every other Monday afternoon in North Hall from 1:00 —
2:15. The seminars were followed by dedicated time for speakers to meet with graduate student
associates. The series featured research talks by distinguished speakers from UCSB and around the

1 The count of publications in Appendix 1 includes all items that were published in 2023 or 2024, or forthcoming at
the time of this writing. To ensure comparability over time, the Center uses the same approach in all its reports.
“Other items” include encyclopedia entries, proceedings and reprints.


http://www.broomcenter.ucsb.edu/research/publications
http://www.broomcenter.ucsb.edu/broom-center-seminar-series

state, country, and world. This last year’s lineup included Erika Arenas (UCSB, Sociology), William
Scarborough (University of Northern Texas, Sociology), Zane Thayer (University of Dartmouth,
Anthropology), Carole Joffe (UC San Francisco, Obstetrics, Gynecology & Reproductive Sciences), Juan
Pedroza (UC Santa Cruz, Sociology), David Silver (UCSB, Economics), Maria-Elena Young (UC Merced,
Public Health), Awa Ambra Seck (Harvard, Post-Doc at Weatherhead Center for International Affairs),
Mackenzie Alston (University of Illinois, Economics/Finance), Hannes Schwandt (Northwestern, Human
Development and Social Policy), Chris Fowler (Penn State, Geography), Brooke Scelza (UCLA,
Anthropology), Sam Urlacher (Baylor, Anthropology), Rebecca Dizon-Ross (University of Chicago, Booth
School of Business, Economics), Siwan Anderson (Vancouver School of Economics). Appendix 5 provides
more information on talks and speakers.

The Broom Center sponsored a mini-conference on May 30" & 31%, 2024 on “Immigration and
Mental Health: Structural Factors Driving Mental Health Inequities (see Appendix 6 for the description
and program). Broom associates Erka Arenas and San Juanita Garcia organized the workshop, which
was co-sponsored with the Chicano Studies Institute and the UCGHI Center for Gender and Health
Justice. The mini-conference aimed to amass experts from various disciplines to discuss the current state
of the field of migration and mental health, and to showcase research presentations highlighting the
structural factors driving mental health inequities. Another goal of the mini-conference was to expose
students and faculty to the importance of mentorship/sponsorship, collaborations, and the critical role
that research can play in building community in the process of generating new knowledge. A total of 15
invited speakers from across the U.S. gave excellent presentations, and the workshop was attended by a
wide range of faculty and students at UCSB.

The Broom Center awarded its eleventh set of Graduate Student Research and Travel (GSRT)
grants in April 2024. GSRT awards support dissertation research and attendance at training programs in
demographic methods for qualifying Broom Graduate Associates. In the most recent GSRT funding
round, 6 students received a total of $10,970.00. UCSB Broom associates participated in the All-UC
Demography conference at UCLA. Four students’ papers were accepted and presented. A total of 5
faculty and 7 graduate associates attended this conference, with $900.00 supporting student travel.
Broom graduate associate Esati Casimiro Vieyra won 2" place in the poster competition. Appendix 7
provides a complete list of the Center’s 2023-24 awards.

The Broom Center’s social demography computer lab, located in North Hall, offers a graduate-
student commons and meeting space, desktop computers and software ranging from the qualitative
data analysis package Atlas.ti, to statistical packages like Stata, SAS and SPSS, to flexible programming
languages like Matlab and R. Support on software, statistics, and study design is offered by a graduate
student lab assistant, Gabrielle Husted (Geography). The Broom computer lab continued to be improved
and has a collaborative workspace, a large wall-mounted video display for presentations, two laptop-
docking stations, two computer workstations, and a common room for socialization and collaboration.

The Human Biodemography Laboratory is a fully functional BSL-2 wet lab that allows
measurement of stress biomarkers, immune function, nutritional status, infection, and reproductive
hormones to explore the individual and population-level determinants of human health from infancy to
old age. Specializing in high-throughput biomarker quantification in blood, urine, and saliva, this facility
serves UCSB researchers and others interested in biological aspects of human health and development



in clinical, field, and experimental settings. Following a COVID-related shutdown, the lab has resumed its
operations under the leadership of Broom Biodemography Area Director Michael Gurven.

Since 2015, the Broom Center has coordinated an Interdisciplinary PhD Emphasis in Demography
that allows students in Anthropology, Economics, Geography, Global Studies, and Sociology to add a
Demography emphasis to their doctoral degrees. Training includes a common core course in
demographic methods, a proseminar, and a choice of demographically oriented courses in four
participating departments. In the required reading/discussion group, Emphasis students read work of
UCSB demographers, meet with Broom faculty affiliates and Seminar speakers, and discuss their own
preliminary research plans. More than a dozen students from four departments are participating in the
program, and six have officially graduated with an emphasis. An overview of the PhD Emphasis and its
requirements can be found in Appendix 8.

We are proud to report that several Broom Graduate Associates finished their degrees during
the 2023/24 academic year and have moved on to new positions in academia, government, and beyond.
Recent graduates include Elizabeth Agey (PhD 2024) is a Postdoc at UCSB in Psychology, Jason Budge
(PhD 2024) Data Scientist, California Department of Public Health, Covered California, Rujun Yang (PhD
2024) Data Scientist, California Department of Education, Community Colleges Chancellor's Office, Yixin
Chen (PhD 2024) postdoc New Mexico Tech, Anna Jaskiewicz (PhD 2024) Assistant Professor at
University of Scranton, Eunseo Kang (PhD 2024) Assistant Professor Calvin University, Sarah Papich (PhD
2024) Office of the Comptroller of the Currency, Xhulio Uruci (PhD 2024) Keystone Strategy. Others
include Rachel Green (PhD 2024) Data Scientist on the Research and Analysis Team at Direct Relief,
Amanda Pinheiro (PhD 2024) Assistant Teaching Professorship at Georgetown University and Sophia
Arabadjis (PhD 2024), Postdoc for Implementation Science and Population Health program at the City
University of New York.

Research and education at the Broom Center are organized into six overlapping interdisciplinary
areas: Family, Biodemography and Evolution, Population Health and Environment, Sex and Gender,
Education and Health, and Immigration, Race and Ethnicity. Each is guided by an area director, who also
sits on the Broom Center Advisory Board. Reports on the Center’s research areas follow.

Research Highlights: Family Demography

The Broom Center’s Family Demography area is directed by Shelly Lundberg, who is also the
Broom Professor of Demography. In total, 13 Research Associates and 19 Graduate and Postdoctoral
Associates from Sociology, Economics, Anthropology, Political Science, Geography, and Chicana and
Chicano Studies conduct research and publish within this theme. There are strong research connections
across research areas at the Broom Center, with work in Family Demography also contributing to
knowledge in the areas of Sex and Gender, Biodemography and Evolution, and Population Health and
Environment.

During the past year, more than a dozen publications by our associates that are described in this
report under these areas also have important implications for the structure and actions of families, and
for the wellbeing of individuals in a family context. Notable examples include research on family access
to medical services such as the work of Broom Research Associates Heather Royer, David Silver, and
colleagues on the variability of and access to obstetrical services, research by Research Associate
Elizabeth Ackert on spatial aspects of health care access for children in Latino/a families, and work by
Associate Cate Taylor on the socioeconomic and personal consequences of abortion and abortion
restrictions. Research by Associate David Lawson, Graduate Associate Joseph Kilgallen, and colleagues



on misperception of peer beliefs concerning gender norms among men in Tanzania has significant
implications for gender equity and family decision-making, as does work by Broom Postdoctoral Scholar
Stephanie Fox on the evolution of women’s cooperation.

Research Highlights: Biodemography and Evolution

The Broom Center's Biodemography area is directed by Michael Gurven. Now in its thirteenth
year, this area hosts ten faculty research associates and thirteen graduate student/postdoctoral
associates, spanning anthropology, geography, economics and sociology departments.

Area publications demonstrate the value of evolutionary and ecological approaches on a variety
of themes that span across the social and life sciences. Twenty-nine publications from Sept 1, 2023-Aug
31, 2024 appear in diverse, prestigious journals, such as PNAS, Science Advances, Proceedings of the
Royal Society B, PLoS Biology, and Evolution Medicine & Public Health.

As part of an NIH/NIA Research Centers Collaborative Network panel on Aging, Race, and Health
Disparities, Broom associate Nicole Thompson Gonzdlez coauthored a guide to disseminate strategies
and recommendations for mitigating disparities in healthy aging (J of Gerontology B). Her interest in
health disparities spans across primates. In a recent synthesis (Neuroscience & Biobehavioral Reviews),
Thompson Gonzdlez and colleagues lays out a research agenda to test the notion that social selectivity,
widely observed in humans, is an adaptive strategy common to social animals, to balance the costs and
benefits of navigating social environments in the face of age-related functional decline.

Broom faculty David Lawson studies how beliefs about gender norms and ideology affect
strategies of achieving gender equality throughout sub-Saharan Africa. In his NSF-funded research in
Tanzania, In Evolutionary Human Sciences, Lawson and colleagues study how men's beliefs about gender
roles are influenced by social learning and perceptions of peer support for inequitable norms in
Tanzania. While men tend to overestimate peer support for gender inequity, this overestimation is
modest and more pronounced among those with inequitable beliefs, particularly older and less
educated men, suggesting that limited social information contributes to these misperceptions.

Broom faculty associate Amy Boddy studies the evolutionary and ecological components of
human health, with a focus on cancer. In Cancer Discovery, Boddy and colleagues analyze the largest
assembly to date of cancer cases across the animal kingdom. They find that body weight, gestation time,
and somatic mutation rates explain part of the variation in cancer prevalence across species. In a
companion study, they report that vertebrates with higher hereditary risks (from germline mutations)
also show higher cancer rates (Evolution, Medicine & Public Health). Discovering why some species have
particularly high or low levels of cancer may lead to a better understanding of cancer syndromes and
novel strategies for cancer management and prevention. In a comparison of cancer rates in bird species
(Evolution, Medicine & Public Health), they find that birds with small clutches get less cancer, suggesting
a trade-off between reproduction and somatic maintenance.

Michael Gurven’s research group generated new findings on aging and health, as part of his
ongoing NIH/NIA-supported Tsimane Health and Life History Project. In PLoS Biology, they employed rich
sociodemographic, geographical and epidemiological data to model the potential spread of COVID-19 in
Tsimane Amerindian territory, and considered the effects of various interventions that guided on-the-
ground surveillance efforts. The stochastic network model accurately predicted the observed village-
wide and population-wide cumulative incidence of COVID-19, and showed that most available options
for interventions were unlikely to be successful, even had they been effectively employed. In PNAS,



Gurven and colleagues showed that a type of evolutionary mismatch (“embarrassment of riches”) can
help explain disparate epidemiological patterns of dementia and brain aging: recent changes in diet,
activity, and other environmental exposures predict positive associations between food energy and late
life brain volume in the physically active, food-limited past, but excess body mass and adiposity would
be associated with reduced brain volume in industrialized societies at middle and older ages. Consistent
with those expectations, they find that brain aging outcomes are optimized at intermediate lifestyle
values. Their findings suggest that slowing cognitive aging requires understanding how our evolved
biology interacts with conscious goals in relation to eating, exercise, and physiology. These studies, and
his broader project in Bolivia studying Tsimane health and aging was the subject of a recent BBC
broadcast that was covered widely by international press.

Our graduate/postdoctoral associates have also been productive. In Animal Behaviour,
Stephanie Fox showed how female association patterns in wild chimpanzees are stable over longer
periods than previously believed, and showed the importance of social tolerance as a stable relationship
attribute that can predict and explain patterns of behavior and social network structure, distinct from or
in the absence of, affiliation. Former Broom associate Carmen Hové along with Kristine Chua studied
the effects of at-the-nipple breastfeeding and other infant feeding methods on maternal immune
function in US mothers. They found significant differences in immune responses between women who
exclusively breastfed and those who did not, suggesting that varied lactation practices impact maternal
physiology, particularly the expression of inflammation. Katherine Sayre contributed to a major JAMA
paper showing that higher sedentary activity among UK Biobank participants predicts incident dementia.
Though sedentary behavior has been long linked to cardiovascular risk, prior to this study, its
relationship to dementia was unclear. This paper received much international coverage, including from
Washington Post, The Independent and Newsweek.

Research Highlights: Population Health and Environment

Professor Susan Cassels (Geography) directs the Center’s Population Health and Environment
research area, and is the current Director of the Broom Center. This area has 23 graduate student
associates, 2 postdoctoral researchers, and 9 faculty research associates spanning multiple disciplines.
Recent research in this area includes studies of spatial variation in health outcomes, environmental
health, and spatial demography. Faculty and graduate associates affiliated with the Population Health
and Environment area have used innovative techniques to advance our understanding of, and solutions
to, population health inequities locally and globally. An overview of our affiliates’ recent scholarship is
described below.

One of the key themes from our research affiliates’ work is to identify and explore spatial
variations in population health outcomes. Broom faculty associates Heather Royer and David Silver
examined temporal trends, geographic variations, and county-level associations between risk-adjusted
C-section rates and outcomes for both infants and mothers. Further, Royer and colleagues examined
how loss of hospital-based obstetric units affects maternal and infant health. They found that closures
lead mothers to experience a significant change in birth procedures such as inductions and C-sections.
Broom graduate associate Sean Reid and colleagues identified spatial variation of HIV pre-exposure
prophylaxis reversal and abandonment across counties identified as priorities for the Ending the HIV
Epidemic initiative in the United States.

Many Broom center associates are experts in geo-social drivers of Latino/a population health
inequities. Liz Ackert and colleagues concluded that more health care access barriers exist for children,
particularly Latinx children of immigrants, in new versus established Latinx destinations. Kristine Chua’s



paper suggested that the post 2016 election political environment, anti-immigrant rhetoric, and
subsequent policies were sources of stress for Latinos residing in the United States. Esati Casimiro
Vieyra and colleagues published an article in the Hispanic Journal of Behavioral Sciences in which they
identify that perceived immigrant integration was associated with lower levels of psychological distress
and better self-rated health among Latinx immigrants.

A number of projects stemming from Broom associates addressed how differential
environmental exposures lead to health inequities. Sandy Sum, a Broom graduate associate, published a
solo-authored article in the American Journal of Public Health, concluding that community water
systems serving majority Latino/a communities show persistently higher and more variable drinking
water nitrate levels. Impending droughts driven by climate change may further increase drinking water
disparities and arsenic threats. Collaborative work among Broom associates (Susan Cassels, Liz Ackert,
Stuart Sweeney), led by graduate associate Gabrielle Husted, found that historically disadvantaged
groups had higher predicted phthalate levels, suggesting that differences in socio-demographic factors
could be leading to unequal exposures to micro-plastics.

Methods in spatial demography continue to be a strength of our Broom center associates, and
often these methods are applied to questions of population health and environment. Sophia Arabadjis
and Stuart Sweeney describe how traditional residuals obscure important spatial patterns indicative of
true geographical variation. They demonstrate this point using observational healthcare data and
survival analysis contexts, but also highlight potential applications for detecting observed hospital
service areas in an article published in Spatial and Spatio-temporal Epidemiology. John Weeks and
colleagues examined whether and how spatial autocorrelation in model residuals might generate bias in
regression coefficients when explaining women’s body mass index (BMI) across urban and rural areas.
Sean Reid and colleagues used innovative data and novel machine learning techniques to demonstrate
that wealth-related factors consistently explain the largest variance and are the most common element
in social vulnerability. Alan Murray and his co-authors continued to use spatial optimization techniques,
spatial demography, and GIS methods to address questions of transportation, wildfire risk, geographic
mobility, environmental health and gerrymandering.

Research Highlights: Sex and Gender

The Sex and Gender thematic area, coordinated by Sociology Professor Maria Charles, is
comprised of 34 affiliates — 18 graduate students and 16 faculty and postdoctoral scholars — from
numerous UCSB departments, including Anthropology, Economics, Geography, Marine Science, Political
Science, Psychology, and Sociology. Sex and Gender Area researchers use diverse methodological
approaches to interrogate socioeconomic outcomes and cultural beliefs related to gender and sexuality
in the United States and around the world. Topics range from gendered identities, attitudes,
interactions, and institutions to the modeling of local and global variability in employment, education,
family structures, and ideology.

Over the past academic year, the Broom Center’s Sex and Gender scholars have continued to
produce rigorous, peer-reviewed scholarship on pressing national and global issues. Sociology Professor
Catherine Taylor has completed two high-profile studies on the socioeconomic and personal
consequences of abortion and abortion restrictions, with resultant articles appearing in two of the most
selective and impactful U.S. sociology journals. "Abortion and Women’s Future Socioeconomic
Attainment" is forthcoming in American Sociological Review (with Bethany Everett). Based on data
covering a 25-year period, results show a positive association between teenagers’ access to abortion
and women'’s later socioeconomic mobility and stability. Also by Catherine Taylor, “Overlooked



Consequences” considers life and health implications of restrictive abortion laws in the United States.
Interviews on family planning conducted after the Supreme Court’s Dobbs decision reveal how laws
prohibiting use of abortion to end unwanted pregnancies can prevent treatment of serious medical
complications that may arise during wanted pregnancies — because the same medical procedures are
used for both. This article appeared in the American Sociological Association’s publicly facing journal
Contexts (2024), as did “We Will Survive” by Professor Emerita Verta Taylor on the history of the LGBTQ
movement and its persistence in the face of rights retrenchment.

In other policy-relevant Sex and Gender research, economist Kajari Saha examines causal effects
of international trade on the gender wage gap in India. “The China Trade Shock and the Gender Wage
Gap in India" (Indian Economic Review 2024) documents increasing gender wage gaps in districts with
higher Chinese import rates. Importantly, this effect is also found within the casual labor and rural
sectors, where many Indian women work.

Broom’s Sex and Gender Area associates have also published important research on the social
psychology of gender. In "Misperception of Peer Beliefs Reinforces Inequitable Gender Norms among
Tanzanian Men," anthropologist David Lawson and coauthors document how beliefs about gender-
appropriate behaviors are shaped by social learning in an urbanizing community in Tanzania
(Evolutionary Human Sciences 2024). Unlike previous research on this phenomenon, which has relied
mostly on self-reported beliefs, this study adds wife-reported measures of men's gender role ideology to
confirm a tendency for men, especially older and poorly educated men, to overestimate their peers’
support for gender inequity. Results suggest that outdated and limited social information contribute to
men’s misperception of gender norms in this context.

Other noteworthy social psychological research was published by Broom faculty and student
associates from the Sociology Department, including a forthcoming handbook entry, "The Social
Psychology of Gender: Theoretical Approaches and Contemporary Developments" by Sex and Gender
affiliates Sarah Thébaud and Madison Avila (with Tristan Bridges), and two impressive publications by
Broom graduate associate Emily Fox interrogating gendered dimensions of friendship (in Sociology
Compass, and SAGE Encyclopedia of LGBTQ+ Studies).

Research Highlights: Education and Health

The Broom Center’s Education and Health Area Director is Heather Royer. Dr. Royer is Professor
of Economics, Research Associate at the National Bureau of Economic Research, IZA Institute of Labor
Economics Research Fellow, and Abdul Latif Jameel Poverty Action Lab Affiliate. This research area
includes 42 affiliates from a diversity of fields including Anthropology, Economics, Geography, Global
Studies, Psychological and Brain Sciences, and Sociology. For the 2023-2024 period, Education and
Health researchers produced 17 publications in journals such as American Economic Journal: Applied
Economics, Animal Behavior, Journal of Labor Economics, PLOS ONE, American Economic Journal:
Microeconomics, and Review of Economics and Statistics. Examples of these studies are below.

In “Health Care Centralization: The Health Impacts of Obstetric Unit Closures in the United
States,” Affiliate Heather Royer and co-authors examine the effects of maternity ward closures on
maternal and infant health. Their study finds that, despite having to travel farther for care, mothers in
counties with closed maternity wards do not experience significantly worse health outcomes. This is
partly due to the fact that closures often redirect mothers to nearby counties that offer higher-quality
care.



In “Food Security Change in the College Student Population Due to the COVID-19 Pandemic: A
Decline for Many, an Improvement for a Few,” published in Social Sciences & Humanities Open, Affiliate
Stuart Sweeney and a co-author investigate how the pandemic influenced food security among
undergraduate students at the University of California-Santa Barbara. They document a significant 50%
increase in food insecurity rates, with higher food insecurity rates experienced by those encountering
job loss.

Lastly, Affiliate Cathy Weinberger's article, “Does the Minority Engineering Effort Have a Flat
Tire?”, explores trends in minority involvement in engineering over the past few decades. While there
was substantial growth in engineering degrees awarded to minorities in the 1960s and 1970s,
participation among Hispanic and African-American individuals has stagnated in the last two decades,
with a flattening trend for Hispanics and a decline for African-Americans.

Research Highlights: Immigration, Race and Ethnicity

Broom’s Race, Ethnicity, and Immigration Research Area was directed during the 2023-24
academic year by Associate Professor of Sociology Erika Arenas. Faculty and graduate-student affiliates
of the Broom Center’s Race, Ethnicity, and Immigration Research Area use diverse methodological
approaches to examine inequality based on race, ethnicity, national origin, skin color, and/or
immigration status, and its interactions with gender, class, geographical context, and other structural
factors. Research on this Area include the analysis of different populations worldwide. The Race,
Ethnicity, and Immigration Research Area includes 17 research associates and 25 graduate student
associates from Anthropology, Economics, Geography, Political Science, Global Studies, Asian American
Studies, the School of Environmental Science and Management, Sociology, and Chicana and Chicano
Studies. For the 2023-2024 period, our associates won awards, grants and produced journal articles that
were published in journals like Ethnic and Racial Studies, Population Research and Policy Review,
American Journal of Public Health, Sociological Forum, Social Science Research, Social Indicators
Research, AIDS, Journal of Racial and Ethnic Disparities, Journal of Community Psychology, and Applied

geography.

In May 2024, Broom Area Director Erika Arenas and Assistant Professor San Juanita Garcia co-
organized a mini-Conference titled "Immigration and Mental Health: Structural Factors Driving Mental
Health Inequities". This was a two-day multidisciplinary event that brought top scholars to discuss the
current state of this field in terms of theoretical perspectives, data and methods, and empirical research.
The mini-conference also included discussions about the importance of mentorship, collaborations, and
the critical role that research can play in building community in the process of generating new
knowledge.

In the academic year 2023-2024, Race, Ethnicity, and Immigration Research Area research
associates published 13 articles and book chapters under this theme. In this report, we highlight the
contributions of Broom Research Associates Yader Lanuza, Elizabeth Ackert, Erika Arenas, and Kristine
Chua, as well as, research conducted by our Graduate Student Associate Esau Vieyra.

In his article “Immigrant Selectivity at School Entry”, published in the journal Sociological Forum,
Broom Associate Yader Lanuza examined the association between immigrant selectivity and school
preparedness at school, using Early Childhood Longitudinal Study data. Dr. Lanuza found immigrant
selection partly explains school advantages for most Asian groups relative to Whites and school
disadvantages at admission for most Latino groups. His results suggest immigrant selectivity is an
important factor in shaping racial/ethnic stratification early in the schooling pipeline.
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Broom associate Elizabeth Ackert published one chapter in the book Place and the Social-Spatial
Determinants of Health (edited by Imelda Moise and Marynia Kolak), and one journal article in
Population Research and Policy Review. In her book chapter, Dr. Ackert and co-authors investigated how
different health contexts shape health challenges among the U.S. Latinx population. They found that
compared with new destinations, traditional destinations had more health professional shortages, and
higher rates of child and adult health uninsurance. In her journal article, she and her co-authors
examined children’s access to health care in new versus traditional immigrant destinations and found
that Latinx children of immigrants face increased health care access hurdles in new Latinx destinations.

Broom Associate Erika Arenas and coauthors investigated how racial hierarchies operate in
contexts of racial mixing. Using data from the Project for Ethnicity and Race in Latin America (PERLA) the
conducted a latent class analysis and uncovered the heterogeneity of the mixed-race population in
terms of Indigenous background taking into account customs, ancestry, language, and social
connections. This work revealed how individuals’ Indigenous affiliations and skin color shape
educational and socio-economic inequality for a mixed-race population, thus providing a nuanced
understanding of how anti-indigenous and anti-black racism conflate in contexts where racial mixing is
part of the ideology and daily practices of social life. This paper was published in 2023 in the journal of
Ethnic and Racial Studies.

Kristine Chua, a Broom associate, wrote three journal publications. In one of them, published in
the Journal of Racial and Ethnic Disparities, she and her colleagues used anthropology and sociological
theories to elucidate how perceptions of neighbor attitudes affected mental health during pregnancy
among Latina women. Their findings underscored the significance of enhancing local cohesion as a
component of maternal-fetal care management. On another article, published in the Journal of
Community Psychology, she and her co-authors examined the impact of the 2016 U.S. presidential
election, and the ensuing political climate and anti-immigrant rhetoric, on stress and anxiety in pregnant
Latina women.

Appendices
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Active Funding

Honors and Recognition

Media Attention and Public Policy Contributions
Seminar Schedule

Workshops
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Interactions within the Human-Earth System. Earth’s Future
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Catherine J. Weinberger. 2024. Does the Minority Engineering Effort Have a Flat Tire?
The Bridge 54(3) forthcoming fall 2024.
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Appendix 2
Active Funding, 2023/2024

Elizabeth Ackert

UCSB Office of Research Early-Stage Seed Grants Award. Facilitating the Integration of U.S. Climate and
Human Population Data. (P1). 2022. $9,976

National Science Foundation (SES- Sociology) Award. Kin Location, Neighborhood Disadvantage, and
Health and Well-Being across the Life Course. (co-PI with Drs. Amy Spring and Nicole Kravitz-

Wirtz). 2020-2023. $450,000

Erika Arenas

UCSB Area Global Initiative. 2024. Burdick Global Scholars Program. $50,000

Office of the Assoc. Vice Chancellor of Teaching and Learning.2024. Peer Award Funding. $5405
Office of the Assoc. Vice Chancellor of Teaching and Learning. 2023. Hot Teaching Mini-Grant. $2,954
UCSB Division of Social Sciences.2023. Peer Mentor Award, $500

UCSB Instructional Development. 2023. RISE Award, $1,000

Amy Boddy

UCSB Equity in Mental Health Mini Grant. Art Loves Science: Showcasing the art of reproductive biology.
2024-2025. $1,000

John Templeton Foundation: We All Are Multitudes: the Microchimerism, Human Health and Evolution
Project. $5,339,697 total. Boddy is Co-leader; $1,099,188 total to UCSB. 2021-2024.

National Cancer Institute. $7,500,000 total direct. Co-Leader Project 1. 2018-2023.
Susan Cassels

Housing insecurity, place, and social networks among sexual minority men. Academic Senate Faculty
Research Grant, UCSB. 7/2023 — 6/2-24. $7,000

Making space for HIV prevention: substance use among Latinx MSM in LA hotspots
NIH/NIDA 3R21 DA049643-02S1. PI. 7/2021 — 6/2023 (NCE). $148,692
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Maria Charles

Maria Charles, Yariv Feniger and Halleli Pinson, Pls. Binational Science Foundation. 2019-2023. “Why Do
More Palestinian than Jewish Girls Study STEM? Assessing Effects of Material Insecurity and Self-
expressive Culture on Curricular Paths in Israel.” $171,000.

Olivier Deschenes

National Institutes of Health / National Institute of Environmental Health Sciences, Grant number
R21ES019375. Using Medication Purchases to Measure the Health Consequences of Air Pollution (with
M. Greenstone and J. Shapiro). $334,951.

Stephanie Fox

These include a grant from the Animal Models for the Social Dimensions of Health and Aging Research
Network to support our interdisciplinary workshop in Fall 2024 on the Socioecology of Social Aging.

The Leakey Foundation Primate Research Fund to support ongoing long-term research at our fieldsite
studying life history, demography and behavior in wild blue monkeys in western Kenya.

Michael Gurven
2024 National Institutes of Health/NIA Grant. Administrative supplement $250,000. (Joint PI: Gurven,

Kaplan, Finch, Thomas)

National Institutes of Health/NIA Grant. 2022-2027 (Joint PI: Gurven, Kaplan, Finch, Thomas)
$15,000,000.

Yifan (Flora) He

Schmidt Family Foundation Research Accelerator Award ($8,000)

James D. Kline Fund for International Studies ($5,000)

Michael J. Connell Memorial Fund Research Award. 2022-2024. Bren School of Environmental Science
and Management, University of California, Santa Barbara. Assessing socioeconomic and environmental
impacts of land use restrictions in Indigenous lands in Brazil. PI. $15,000.

Professional Skills Grant. 2022. University of California, Santa Barbara. $1,000.

David Lawson

Wenner-Gren Workshop Grant $20,000 “Reimagining International Collaboration in Anthropology:

Tanzania as a Case Study”.

Cultural Evolution Society Transformation Fund - Norm misperception and conformity as barriers to
positive change in gender ideology: a mixed methods study in northern Tanzania. $107,165
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National Science Foundation Doctoral Dissertation Research Improvement Grant - The cost of change:
The social and reproductive ramifications for men supporting women’s empowerment. $25,175

David Lopez-Carr

National Science Foundation Human-Environment and Geographical Sciences Program (HEGS). (Proposal
#:2343014): A multi-level analysis integrating household adaptation strategies nested within emerging
hot spots of land degradation vulnerability and bright spots of resilience. P.l. D. Lopez-Carr, co-Pls N.
Pricope, K. Mwenda. 5/1/2024-4/30/2027. $399,975.

University of California - Alianza MX Research & Innovation: Small Grant for Conferences & Travel.
Isolating the Causal Effects of Extreme Heat and Covid-19 on the Labor Supply of Migrant Workers in
California. PI David Lopez-Carr 4/1/2024-3/31/2025. $5,000

UCSB ISBER Collaborative Research Initiative Grant program. Integrating planetary health into
households and communities in the Maya Biosphere Reserve (MBR), Guatemala. Pl David Lopez-Carr.
7/1/2022-6/30/2024. 57,975

Katie McMahon

Schmidt Family Foundation Accelerator award in the Spring of 2024. The award amount is $8000.

Alan Murray

Yardi Foundation. Wildfire Resilience Initiative. Murray, A., L. Carvalho, C. Jones, D. Roberts, S. Sweeney
and M. Moritz. 2023-2026 . $3,700,000.

Yardi Foundation. Wildfire Resilience Initiative. Murray, A., L. Carvalho, C. Jones, D. Roberts and M.
Moritz. 2022-2023. $1,000,000.

Sean Reid

Clinical and Community-Based HIV/AIDS Research Training (CCRT) Program Fellow, 2022-2024
Jimena Rico-Straffon

Fellowship for Winter Quarter 2025, Economics Department, UCSB

Latin American and Iberian Studies Alumni Research Award, UCSB, $600

UC MEXUS- CONACYT Doctoral Fellowship 2019-2024.

Stuart Sweeney

$613,576 (Pl) 2019-2024 Gender, fertility, and intra-household dynamics and resilience in the
Senegalese peanut value chain. Feed the Future Lab for Peanut (Univ. of Georgia), USAID

$2,385,881 (PI) Effectiveness of GALS Intervention in the Context of Groundnut Commercialization. Feed
the Future Innovation Lab for Peanut (University of Georgia), USAID [UCSB share $1,181,919] 20
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Nic Thompson Gonzdlez

2024. Animal Models Research Network. Socioecology of Social Aging conference and workshop.
$15,000 PI.

2024. The Leakey Foundation. Behavioral ecology and demography of the Blue monkeys of Kakamega
Forest. $23,205, PI.

2024-2025. NIH NICHD. Effects of altering social connectedness on health: administrative supplement.
$338,848, Co-investigator.

2024. College of Letters & Science. Socioecology of Social Aging Workshop. $3,200, PI
2024. Broom Center for Demography. Socioecology of Social Aging Workshop.
Sigrid Van Den Abbeele

UCSB Student Community Justice Grant (S5000)
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Appendix 3
Honors and Recognition, 2023/24

Erika Arenas

National Researcher Candidate Recognition by the Mexican National Researchers System, 2022-
2024

Madison Avila

2024 Outstanding Graduate Student Teaching Award, UCSB Department of Sociology
2023 Louis H. Towbes Fellowship, University of California, Santa Barbara

Amy Boddy

2024-2026 Pahl Scholar from the Pahl Center for the Study of Critical Social Issues in the Social
Sciences

Susan Cassels
Deputy Editor, Demography, 2022-2025

2023-24 UCSB Academic Senate Distinguished Teaching Award, April 2024

Maria Charles

Elected Member, Sociological Research Association (2010-)

Associate Editor, Science Advances (open access extension of Science Magazine) (2021-present)
Editorial Board Member, Social Science Research (2020-present)

Elected Member. Electorate Nominating Committee, Section on Social, Economic & Political
Sciences, American Academy for the Advancement of Science, AAAS (2020-2023).

Executive Advisory Board Member, UCSD Center for Research on Gender in the Professions
(2010-).

Fellow, Center for the Study of Poverty and Inequality (Stanford University). (2010- present).
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Kristine Chua

Recognized as a STAT's 2023 Wunderkinds, an award that recognizes early career scholars and
their contributions to health and medicine. (link: https://www.statnews.com/wunderkinds-
2023/kristine-chua/)

Steven Gaulin

Co-Editor-in-Chief, Evolution and Human Behavior (Elsevier). (2002 - present).

Michael Gurven

Member, National Science Foundation, Cultural Anthropology, Doctoral Dissertation Grant
Review

Committee. (2009-present).

Health consultant for Tsimane Government (Asesor de Salud, Gran Consejo Tsimane) (2009-
present).

Unit Chair, Integrative Anthropological Sciences (IAS), UCSB. (2008-present.)
Associate Editor, Evolution and Human Behavior (Elsevier). (2007-present).
Affiliate, Latin American and Iberian Studies Department (2003-present).

Director, Tsimane Health and Life History Project. (2002-present).

Nicolds Fuertes-Segura

2023 ASHEcon Diversity Scholarship (https://www.ashecon.org/past-diversity-scholarship-
recipients/) and 2024 APPAM Equity and Inclusion Fellowship (https://www.appam.org/about-
appam/awards/2024-equity-inclusion-fellowship-student-recipients/)

Peter Kuhn

Editorial Board Member, AEJ: Applied Economics. (2013- present).

Associate Editor, IZA World of Labor. (2013- present).

Associate Editor, IZA Journal of Labor Economics. (2012- present).

Associate Editor, Industrial and Labor Relations Review. (2011- present)
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Advisory Board Member, Canadian Labour Market and Skills Research Network (CLSRN). (2011-
present)

Visiting Senior Fellow, Institute for the Study of Labor (IZA) Bonn, Germany. (2010- present).

Advisory Board Member, Experimental and Behavioral Economics Lab (EBEL), UCSB. (2007-
present).

Fellow, Center for the Study of Poverty and Inequality (Stanford University). (2006- present).
Research Associate, National Bureau of Economic Research (Cambridge, MA). (2005- present).
Advisory Board Member, UCSB/Penn State GIS Population Science Program. (2004- present).
Associate Editor, Labour Economics. (2004- present).

Research Fellow, CESifo Research Network, Munich. (2000- present).

Research Fellow, Institute for the Study of Labor (IZA) Bonn. (1999 - present).

David Lopez-Carr

Advisory Board Member, World Geography Editorial Management, ABC-CLIO Academic
Publishers. (2011-present).

Steering Committee Member. International Geographical Union Land Use/Cover Change (LUCC)
Commission. (2008-present).

Associate Investigator, Santa Barbara Channel (SBC) and Moorea Coral Reef (MCR) Long Term
Ecological

Research Network (LTER). (2007-present).

Shelly Lundberg

Elected member, American Academy of Arts and Sciences:
https://www.amacad.org/person/shelly-lundberg

Doctorate Honoris Causa, University of Bergen, (2012 - present).
Associate Editor, IZA World of Labor, (2012- present).
Associate Editor, Journal of Demographic Economics. (2013-present).

Associate Director, Broom Center for Demography, (2011-2023).


https://www.amacad.org/person/shelly-lundberg
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Fellow, Society of Labor Economists, (2008-present).
Research Fellow, I1ZA, (2004-present).

Board of Editors, Review of Economics of the Household, (2001- present).

Brenda Major

Elected Fellow, the American Academy of Arts and Sciences

Elected Fellow, American Association for the Advancement of Science
Editorial Board, Psychological Review (2010- present).

Editorial Board, Social Justice Research, (2003- present).

Aashish Mehta

Consultant — Education and Structural Transformation — Asian Development Bank (2012-
Present)

Senior Collaborator — Center for Nanotechnology and Society, UCSB (2010-Present)

Victor Rios

MacArthur Chair (with Jeffrey Stewart) .“A New Eden in Southern California: Promoting Black
and Brown Futures in Resilient Communities.” 2021-2026.

Member, American Sociological Association, Committee on Racial and Ethnic Minorities (2010 -
present).

Advisory Board Chair, Chicano Studies Institute UCSB. (2010 - present).
Advisory Board Member, Center for Black Studies UCSB. (2009 - present).
Editorial Board Member, Aztlan: A Journal of Chicano Studies. (2008 - present).

Committee Member, Pacific Sociological Association, Committee on Race and Ethnic Minorities.
(2007 - present).
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Racial Democracy, Crime and Justice Network Member, Ohio State University/National Science
Foundation. (2007 - present).

Present Advisory Board Member, Kirwin Institute for the Study of Race an Ethnicity, Ohio State
University, African American Male Project. (2006 - present).

Affiliated Faculty, Center for Culture, Immigration and Youth Violence Prevention University of
California, Berkeley, Institute for the Study of Societal Issues. (2005 - present).

Heather Royer

Associate Editor, Journal of Economic Behavior & Organization (2011 - present).

Bing Health Scholar, RAND Corporation (2011 - present).

Faculty Research Fellow, National Bureau of Economic Research (2009 - present).

Sandy Sum

Awarded a graduate research summer fellowship at the Property and Environmental Research
Center in Bozeman Montana. https://perc.org/people/sandy-sum/

Stuart Sweeney

Editorial Board member, Spatial Demography (2011- present)

Verta Taylor

Editorial Board, Social Psychology Quarterly (2014-present)
Editorial Board, Social Currents (2012- present)

Editorial Board, Sociological Forum (2007-present)

Editorial Board, Mobilization: An International Journal about Social Movements, Protest, and
Collective Behavior (1995-present)

Editorial Board, Social Movement Studies (2002-present)

Associate Editor, Series on Social Movements, Protest, and Societies in Contention, University
of Minnesota Press (1992-present).
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Sigrid Van Den Abbeele

UCSB Graduate Student Association Excellence in Teaching Award 2023

John Weeks

Historian of the Population Association of America

Director, International Population Center, San Diego State University (2011 - present)
Member, University Student Learning Outcomes Assessment Committee, (2011-present).
Member, University Research Council, (2010-present).

Senior Fellow, California Council on Science and Technology (2008 - present)

Editorial Board, GeoJournal (2007 - present).

Clinical Professor of Global Public Health, School of Medicine, University of California, San Diego
(1998 - present).

Editorial Board, Journal of Immigrant Health (1996 - present).
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Appendix 4
Media Attention and Public Policy Contributions,
2023/2024

Amy Boddy

2024 Originalia: Reproductive Biology and Art Showcase, Glassbox Gallery UCSB

Collaborated on an Art Science showcase on reproductive biology, see the current article here:
https://news.ucsb.edu/2024/021484/originalia-art-show-celebrates-human-reproductive-system

Podcast: Pregnancy souvenirs from Vox: https://www.vox.com/unexplainable/23717335/pregnancy-
parenting-scientific-mysteries-podcast

Podcast: BBC Bug in the System: The Past, Present and Future of Cancer, link here:
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m001p6rg/episodes/guide

2024 Interviewed by Hannah Thomasy, the Scientist, A stranger to Oneself: The Mystery of Fetal
Microchimerism

2024 Interviewed by Sonia Fernandez, the UCSB Current, 'Originalia’ art show celebrates the human
reproductive system

Interviewed by Sonia Fernandez, the UCSB Current, Researchers find that a new mother's immune status
varies with her feeding strategy, link here: https://news.ucsb.edu/2024/021464/researchers-find-new-
mothers-immune-status-varies-her-feeding-strategy

Interviewed by Hannah Thomasy, the Scientist, A stranger to Oneself: The Mystery of Fetal
Microchimerism https://www.the-scientist.com/a-stranger-to-oneself-the-mystery-of-fetal-
microchimerism-72022

2023 Interviewed by Katie Wu, the Atlantic, An awkward evolutionary theory for one of pregnancy's
biggest complications

2023 Interviewed by Katie Wu, the Atlantic, The most mysterious cells in our bodies don't belong to us

Susie Cassels

UC Global Health Institute December Newsletter: “The Intersection of Geography and HIV/AIDS,” by
Elizabeth Doerr, December 5, 2023. (Supporting link)

Kristine Chua

STAT news (November 1, 2023) “The scientist studying how fugitive fetal cells may affect maternal
health” by Justin Chen (supporting link)


https://news.ucsb.edu/in-focus/student-led-art-show-explores-perspectives-reproductive-biology
https://news.ucsb.edu/2024/021484/originalia-art-show-celebrates-human-reproductive-system
https://www.vox.com/unexplainable/23717335/pregnancy-parenting-scientific-mysteries-podcast
https://www.vox.com/unexplainable/23717335/pregnancy-parenting-scientific-mysteries-podcast
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m001p6rq/episodes/guide
https://www.the-scientist.com/a-stranger-to-oneself-the-mystery-of-fetal-microchimerism-72022
https://www.the-scientist.com/a-stranger-to-oneself-the-mystery-of-fetal-microchimerism-72022
https://news.ucsb.edu/2024/021484/originalia-art-show-celebrates-human-reproductive-system?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_content=Read%20more%20about%20the%20exhibition&utm_campaign=May%2028%2C%202024
https://news.ucsb.edu/2024/021484/originalia-art-show-celebrates-human-reproductive-system?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_content=Read%20more%20about%20the%20exhibition&utm_campaign=May%2028%2C%202024
https://news.ucsb.edu/2024/021464/researchers-find-new-mothers-immune-status-varies-her-feeding-strategy
https://news.ucsb.edu/2024/021464/researchers-find-new-mothers-immune-status-varies-her-feeding-strategy
https://www.the-scientist.com/a-stranger-to-oneself-the-mystery-of-fetal-microchimerism-72022
https://www.the-scientist.com/a-stranger-to-oneself-the-mystery-of-fetal-microchimerism-72022
https://www.theatlantic.com/health/archive/2023/10/preeclampsia-pregnancy-semen/675658/
https://www.theatlantic.com/health/archive/2023/10/preeclampsia-pregnancy-semen/675658/
https://www.theatlantic.com/science/archive/2024/01/fetal-maternal-cells-microchimerism/676996/
https://ucghi.universityofcalifornia.edu/news/university-of-california-researchers-continuing-fight-end-hivaids-epidemic
https://www.statnews.com/2023/11/01/kristine-chua-fetal-cells-maternal-health
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The Current UCSB (May 3, 2024) “Researchers find that mother’s immune status varies with her feeding
strategy” by Sonia Fernandez (supporting link)

Michael Gurven

BBC News; August 17, 2024 “Deep in the Amazon rainforest lives a community whose hearts age more
slowly” Alejandro Millan Valencia (https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/ceq55I2gdxxo)

MSN.com; Aril 2024 “Revising body temperature norms: How modern life cools us down” tukasz
Michalik (supporting link)

David Lopez-Carr

UCSB Geography news: July 8, 2024. “Professor David Lopez-Carr Wins Awards and Advances Research
on Reducing Schistosomiasis” (supporting link)

Shelly Lundberg

FTC Watch: Sidelined: Women economic experts seldom testify in merger challenges. Feb 14,
2023 https://www.mlexwatch.com/search?facet=&page=2&per page=20&g=Kathleen+Murphy

Sean Reid

UC Global Health Institute December Newsletter: “The Intersection of Geography and HIV/AIDS,” by
Elizabeth Doerr, December 5, 2023. (Supporting link)

Jimena Rico-Straffon
CAF Development Bank of Latin America, Blog Visiones (in Spanish)

https://www.caf.com/es/conocimiento/visiones/2023/07/la-efectividad-de-las-areas-protegidas-en-el-
amazonas-peruano/

Heather Royer
Axios: September 13, 2024 “Maternity ward closures’ tradeoffs” by Caitlin Owens (supporting link)
Sandy Sum

The Hill: August 8, 2024 “Drought-related water pollution disproportionately affects California Latino
communities: Study” by Sharon Udasin (supporting link)

John Weeks

The San Diego Union-Tribune March 14, 2024 “Tens of thousands of residents moved out of San Diego
County last year — almost double the number a year earlier”: by Lori Weisberg (supporting link


https://news.ucsb.edu/2024/021464/researchers-find-new-mothers-immune-status-varies-her-feeding-strategy
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/ceq55l2gdxxo
https://www.msn.com/en-gb/health/other/revising-body-temperature-norms-how-modern-life-cools-us-down/ar-BB1kPkRV?ocid=st&apiversion=v2&noservercache=1&domshim=1&renderwebcomponents=1&wcseo=1&batchservertelemetry=1&noservertelemetry=1
https://www.mlexwatch.com/search?facet=&page=2&per_page=20&q=Kathleen+Murphy
https://ucghi.universityofcalifornia.edu/news/university-of-california-researchers-continuing-fight-end-hivaids-epidemic
https://www.caf.com/es/conocimiento/visiones/2023/07/la-efectividad-de-las-areas-protegidas-en-el-amazonas-peruano/
https://www.caf.com/es/conocimiento/visiones/2023/07/la-efectividad-de-las-areas-protegidas-en-el-amazonas-peruano/
https://www.axios.com/2024/09/13/maternity-ward-closures-tradeoffs-future-of-health-care
https://thehill.com/policy/energy-environment/4818896-california-latino-communities-drought-water-contamination-study/
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/business/story/2024-03-14/tens-of-thousands-of-residents-moved-out-of-san-diego-county-last-year-almost-double-the-number-a-year-earlier
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Appendix 5
Seminar Schedule, 2023/2024

FALL

Monday, October 16

Erika Arenas (UCSB, Sociology)

"Does Lighter mean Healthier? Skin Color and Health Status among Mexican Immigrants."

Monday, October 23
William Scarborough (University of Northern Texas, Sociology) "Structural Racism and Racial Disparities
in Homelessness Across the United States."

Monday, October 27
Zane Thayer (University of Dartmouth, Anthropology) "How Social Inequities Create Health Inequities:
An Integration of Social and Biological Mechanisms."

Monday, November 6
Carole Joffe (UC San Francisco, Obstetrics, Gynecology & Reproductive Sciences) "Dobbs is a Disaster!
The Role of the Medical Profession on the Road to Overturning Roe."

Monday, November 20

Juan Pedroza (UC Santa Cruz, Sociology) "Lost in Translation: Language Segregation in the United
States."

WINTER
Monday, January 8
David Silver (UCSB, Economics) "Task Allocation, Specialization, and Careers: Evidence from Obstetrics."

Monday, January 29
Maria-Elena Young (UC Merced, Public Health) "Measuring the Health Influence of Immigrant Policy:
Lessons from the RIGHTS Study."

Monday, February 12
Awa Ambra Seck (Harvard, Post-Doc at Weatherhead Center for International Affairs) "En Route: The
French Colonial Army, Emigration, and Development in Morocco."

Monday, February 26
Mackenzie Alston (University of Illinois, Economics/Finance) "Black Lives Matter for Productivity:
Heterogeneous Impacts of the 2020 Social Justice Movement on Faculty."

Monday, March 11
Hannes Schwandt (Northwestern, Human Development and Social Policy) "Birth and Death in the United
States."
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SPRING

Monday, April 8

Chris Fowler (Penn State, Geography) "Navigating the Functional and Relationship Between
People and Places in Contextual Effects: Uncertainty in Boundaries, Scale, Time and Mechanism.

Monday, April 22
Brooke Scelza (UCLA, Anthropology "The Cuckoldry Conundrum: Challenging Assumptions
about Fatherhood and Paternity."

Monday, May 6
Sam Urlacher (Baylor, Anthropology) "The Evolutionary Energetics of Childhood Development
and Health."

Monday, May 1
Rebecca Dizon-Ross (University of Chicago, Booth School of Business, Economics) "Incentivizing
Exercise to Curb Chronic Disease in India."

Monday, May 20
Siwan Anderson (Vancouver School of Economics) "The Persistence of Female Political Power in
Africa."



38

Appendix 6
2023/24 Workshops

May 30-31, 2024

Immigration and Mental Health: Structural Factors Driving
Mental Health Inequities

The mini-conference has two important objectives. Substantively, we aim to amass experts from various
disciplines to discuss the current state of the field, by reviewing relevant theoretical perspectives, data
and methods commonly used to study migration and mental health, and to showcase research
presentations highlighting the structural factors driving mental health inequities. Yet, another important
goal of the mini-conference is to expose students and faculty to the importance of
mentorship/sponsorship, collaborations, and the critical role that research can play in building
community in the process of generating new knowledge. In this regard, we are asking panelists to reflect
on their own academic journeys and to think critically into how their mentors, peer mentors, as well as,
their mentees have contributed in their academic journeys, especially in shaping their research and
academic careers.

Speakers

Jennifer Kam, UCSB
Bruce Link, UCR
Lawrence Yang, NYU
Walid Afifi, UCSB

Tod Hamilton, Princeton
Nichole Thompson, UCSB
Robert Hummer, UNC India Ornelas, UW
Debanuj DasGupta, UCSB
Modnica Cornejo, Cornell
Jenjira Yahirun, BGSU
Heide Castafieda,USF
Elizabeth Ackert, UCSB

Schedule

Thursday May 30
3:00 - 3:20: Welcome and Opening Remarks

3:20 - 3:25: Transition to Interactive Workshop

Introduction of Workshop and Speakers - Vision for what we are aiming and hoping to accomplish and
setting intentions for the workshop and overall mini-conference.

th

3:30 - 5:00: Jennifer Kam, Professor, Department of Communication, UCSB
Lisa Sun-Hee Park, Professor, Asian American Studies Department, UCSB e



39

Friday May 315t
8:00 - 9:00: Continental Breakfast

9:00 — 10:10 Panel — Interfacing Migration and Mental Health: Critical Theoretical Contributions to
Expose Structural Factors Driving Inequities (part 1)

Bruce Link, Distinguished Professor of Public Policy and Sociology, Sociology Department, UC Riverside,
“A Fundamental Cause Theory Perspective on theMental Health of Immigrant Populations”

Lawrence H. Yang, Professor and Chair of the Department of Social and Behavioral Sciences, New York
University, “Migration Stigma: A New Concept to Link Migration- Related Stigma and Health”

Walid Afifi, Professor, Department of Communication, UCSB, "Teaching Palestine: A liberatory approach
to mental health"

10:10 - 10:30 — Coffee Break
10:30 — 11:20 Panel — Interfacing Migration and Mental Health: Critical Theoretical
Contributions to Expose Structural Factors Driving Inequities (part 2)

Tod Hamilton, Professor, Department of Sociology, Princeton University, “Immigration and the Changing
Landscape of U.S. Racial Disparities”

Nichole Thompson, Assistant Professor, Department of Anthropology, UCSB, “The costs of leaving home
run deep in our evolutionary history”

Robert Hummer, Distinguished Professor and Director of the National Longitudinal Study of Adolescent
to Adult Health, Department of Sociology, “Add Health as a Resource for Studying the Health and Social
Life of Immigrants and Second-Generation Adults in the United States: Data Availability, A Research
Example, and the Future”

India J. Ornelas, Professor, Health Systems and Population Health, University of Washington,
“Participatory Research Approches to Engaging Latino Immigrant Communities”

12:10 - 2:00 Lunch
2:00 — 2:50 Panel — Data and Methods Commonly Used to Study Migration and Mental Health

Debanuj DasGupta, Assistant Professor, Department of Feminist Studies, UCSB, Theory in Flesh: Trauma
Informed Story Telling as Rewriting Refugee Victim Narratives”

Moénica Cornejo, Assistant Professor, Department of Communication, Cornell CALS, Centering Legally
Vulnerable Migrants' (LVM) Humanity in Scientific Inquiry: Multimodal Data & Methods Employed to
Study LVM's Health”

2:50-4:00 Exposing Structural Factors Driving Mental Health Inequities
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Jenjira Yahirun, Associate Professor, Department of Sociology, Bowling Green, “Linking Immigrant
Children’s Separation from Parents During the Migration Process and Children’s Mental Health”

Heide Castafieda, Professor, Department of Anthropology, University of South Florida, “Legal Precarity
and Mental Health Inequities”

Elizabeth Ackert, Associate Professor, Department of Geography, UCSB, “Mental Health Resources in
Latinx Communities”

4:00-4:20 Closing Remarks



and Training (GSRT) Grants Awarded, 2023/24

Awarded Spring 2024

Madison Avila

Sociology

ICPSR Summer Workshop
Awarded $2000

Gabrielle Husted
Geography

ICPSR Summer Workshop
Awarded $1700

Emily Johnson
Anthropology

Travel to Veracruz Mexico
Awarded $1870

Janine Klein
Anthropology
Travel to Ngogo
Awarded $2000

Emily Kracht
Anthropology
Provessing Lab samples
Awarded $1700

Uddin Noosha
Economics

Appendix 7
Graduate Student Research

Research travel Dhaka, Bangladesh.

Awarded $1700

All UC Conference at UCLA

Madison Avila
Sociology
Awarded $150
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Nicolds Fuentes Segura
Economics
Awarded: $150

Gabrielle Husted
Geography
Awarded: $150

Esau Casimiro Vieyra
Geography
Awarded: $150

Sigrid Van Den Abbeele
Geography
Awarded: $150

Micah Villarreal
Economics
Awarded: $150

Note: All recipients are Broom Center Graduate Associates, enrolled as graduate students at

UCsB
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Appendix 8
Interdisciplinary PhD Emphasis in Demography

The departments of Anthropology, Economics, Geography, Sociology, and Global Studies are now
offering, in cooperation with the Broom Center, a PhD Emphasis in Demography. The goal of this
program is to give doctoral students in core disciplines an opportunity to gain a broader interdisciplinary
understanding of concepts and methods in population-related research, beyond the resources available
in their home departments. Participation in the Demography Emphasis is independent of the doctoral
curriculum and degree requirements established by a student’s home department. Upon completion of
the requirements, the student will receive a Demography Emphasis certificate when their disciplinary
PhD is awarded.

Rationale

Demography is an interdisciplinary field in the social sciences that focuses on the study of human
populations. Increasingly broad in scope, demography now incorporates research on population health,
family structure and gender relations, and human-environment and hormone-behavior interactions, as
well as the traditional topics of fertility, mortality, and migration. Methodologies developed in one field
are crossing disciplinary boundaries as well, with spatial techniques, the collection and analysis of
biomarkers, econometric methods, field and laboratory experiments, and qualitative methods such as
structured interviewing becoming broadly used across the demographic sciences. Expertise in
demography is highly valued in academic and policy environments as a rigorously empirical and
multidisciplinary science. A PhD Emphasis in Demography will provide graduate students with both core
training in demography and opportunities to gain access to methodological expertise in other
departments and to interact with faculty in fields other than their own.

Requirements (in addition to departmental PhD requirements):

1. Core course in demography. Each student will be required to take GEOG 254: Population Geography,

or ANTH 245: Anthropological Demography and Life History, usually during their first year in the
program. This course will focus on the analysis of human population dynamics through fertility,
mortality, and migration. The core course will usually be offered during winter quarter.

2. Population studies courses. Each student must complete three demography-related courses (12

unites), at least one of which must be outside the student’s own discipline. A list of currently-eligible
courses in four departments appears below. Requests to have new courses or special topics courses
considered for credit should be directed to Shelly Lundberg.

3. Regular attendance at the Broom Center Seminar. Regular attendance at the biweekly Broom Center

seminar for two years (defined as attending at least 80% of all regular seminars) will be required for
students enrolled in the Demography Emphasis.
4. Demography seminar/reading group. All students in the Emphasis must attend a one-quarter reading

group (ECON 290DM), usually in spring of their first year in the program, that focuses on reading and
discussing key research in demography across the participating disciplines.
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5. Broom graduate student seminar presentation. Each student will be expected to present their

research in the Broom Center’s “lab lunch” informal seminar for graduate students.
6. Dissertation topic. Completed dissertations that qualify for the Emphasis must consist of (or include,

in the case of multi-project dissertations) research with a strong focus in demography, and the
committee must include least one Emphasis core faculty member.

How to Apply to the Demography Emphasis Program

Students enrolled in the PhD programs in the departments of Anthropology, Economics, Geography,
Sociology, and Global Studies are eligible to apply for enrollment in the Demography Emphasis.
Inquiries should be emailed to the Emphasis director, Shelly Lundberg (slundberg@ucsb.edu) your
advisor and an outline of your proposed plan of study and dissertation research early in your studies.
Before filing your dissertation, you must also file a Change of Degree Status Petition with the Graduate
Division for the emphasis to appear on your official record.

Eligible population courses:

Anthropology: ANTH 209 Applying Evolutionary Anthropology (Lawson)
ANTH 245. Anthropological Demography and Life History (Gurven)
ANTH 253. Human Biology Laboratory Methods
ANTH 256. Modeling Social Behavior (Gurven)
ANTH 257. Human Behavioral Ecology Theory and Method (Gurven)
ANTH 276. Culture Contact and Interaction (Smith)

Geography: GEOG 241A-C. Population Geography (Lopez-Carr, Sweeney)
GEOG 227. Geo-Social Determinants of Health and Health Disparities (Cassels)
GEOG 288LA. Urban Geography (Ackert)

Sociology: SOC 226. International Immigration (Lanuza)
SOC 234. Social Inequalities (Charles)
SOC 240. Sociology of Health (Taylor)
SOC 245A. Seminar on Gender (Thébaud; Taylor)
SOC 272. Race, Crime, and Punishment (Rios)
Economics: Labor Economics sequence: ECON 250E-)
ECON 250D Population Economics (Lundberg)
[Note: This course has no economics prerequisites]


mailto:slundberg@ucsb.edu
https://www.graddiv.ucsb.edu/academic-services/forms-petitions
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